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H.E. Dr. Sultan Bin Ahmad Sultan Al Jaber, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of Industry and Advanced Technology 

and MD & CEO ADNOC Group had a telephonic conversation with Shri Hardeep Singh Puri, Hon’ble Minister for 

Petroleum & Natural Gas and Housing & Urban Affairs, GoI on 13
th
 July 2021. 

During the conversation, H.E. Dr. Sultan Al Jaber discussed regarding expanding the partnership between both nations 

and supporting joint ambitions as influential players in the future of the global energy market. 

Shri Hardeep Singh Puri conveyed his desire to work closely with the UAE and other friendly countries to bring a sense 

of calm, predictability, and realism among other suppliers in the energy market to make it more affordable for consumers. 

H.E. Dr. Sultan Al Jaber and Shri Puri emphasised the importance they attach to the strength and richness of the bilateral 

relationship and explored ways to invigorate the vibrant bilateral strategic energy partnership between the UAE and 

India. They agreed to take the bilateral energy engagement to greater heights and to diversify into new areas in the 

context of fast evolving global energy transition. 

Both leaders concurred to maintain close consultations and cooperation for further strengthening the UAE-India 

partnership in the post COVID world. They shared their confidence that the COVID crisis would soon be overcome and 

looked forward to meeting in person in the near future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Telephonic Conversation between H.E. Dr. Sultan Bin Ahmad Sultan Al Jaber, UAE Minister of Industry & Advanced 

Technology and Shri Hardeep Singh Puri, Hon’ble Minister for Petroleum & Natural Gas and Housing & Urban Affairs, GoI 
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July 2021: Indian Air Chief Marshal RKS Bhadauria PVSM AVSM VM ADC had visited UAE at the invitation of Major 

General Ibrahim Nasser M. Al Alawi, Cdr, UAE Air Force and Air Defence (UAE AF & AD). 

 

During the visit, Air Chief Marshal RKS Bhadauria called on Major General Ibrahim Nasser M. Al Alawi and noted the 

rapid progress made in bilateral engagements and held wide-ranging talks to identify avenues and measures for further 

strengthening the robust relationship between the two Air Forces. The Chief of the Air Staff also visited major UAE Air 

Force and Air Defence units. 

 

Indian Air Force and UAE AF and DF have had significant professional interactions in the past few years and this visit 

further strengthened the defence cooperation and Air Force level exchanges, as part of the Comprehensive Strategic 

Partnership between the two sides. 

 

 

 

Visit of Indian Air Chief Marshal RKS Bhadauria to the UAE 
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August 2021: H.E. Dr. Anwar bin Mohammed Gargash, Diplomatic Advisor to UAE President had visited India on an official 

visit.  

 

During his visit, H.E. Dr. Anwar Gargash had met and held delegation-level talks with Dr. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, 

Hon’ble Minister of External Affairs of India. In the meeting, His Excellency handed over the written message of H.H. 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of UAE Armed 

Forces for Shri Narendra Modi, Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, on the prospects of consolidating the bilateral relations 

between the two friendly nations.  

 

Dr. Anwar Gargash also conveyed the greetings of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President; H.H. 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Prime Minister and Vice President of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai; and H.H. 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan to the Indian leadership. H.E. Dr. Gargash praised the strategic relations and 

distinguished friendship between the two nations and the keenness of UAE leadership to consolidate and develop these 

relations in various domains. 

 

During the meeting, both dignitaries reviewed the strategic relations between the UAE and India and prospects of further 

growing cooperation in different fields. They exchanged views over the recent regional and international developments 

and strategic issues of mutual concern and agreed to continue coordination on various multilateral issues. 

 

The meeting culminated on a positive note and both sides reiterated their commitment to further strengthen bilateral 

cooperation between the two countries by working together and focusing on finding the way forward to address issues of 

both countries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit of H.E. Dr. Anwar bin Mohammed Gargash, Diplomatic Advisor to UAE President to India 
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H.E. Dr. Thani Bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of State for Foreign Trade had participated virtually 

at the Indo-Pacific Business Summit organized by the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India in partnership with 

CII from 6 to 8
th
 July 2021. The summit comes in the wake of the Indo-Pacific Ocean Initiative (IPOI), which was announced 

by the Indian PM Shri Narendra Modi during the 14
th
 East Asian Summit on 4 November 2019. The two-day summit focused 

on how India and the countries of the Indo-Pacific region can boost their economic partnership, collaborate for sustainable 

use of maritime resources, future economic development, and to deliberate on the idea of free trade.  

 

The first edition of the Indo-Pacific Business Summit was attended and addressed by Dr. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, Hon’ble 

Minister of External Affairs of India; Shri Piyush Goyal, Hon’ble Minister of Commerce & Industry, Consumer Affairs & Food 

& Public Distribution and Textiles, GoI; Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Hon’ble Minister for Women & Child Development, GoI; 

H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India; and several other key dignitaries.  

 

In his address at the Inaugural Session of the event, Dr. Jaishankar said, "seamless and integrated space was disconnected 

decades ago" but as "many Indian Ocean economies trade further east and as Pacific ones too have displayed a presence south 

and westwards, we are quite sensibly seeing the landscape for what it really is". He pointed out to the "salience of health" 

amid the Covid crisis, the "power of the digital", urging "like minded countries must work together for data driven digital 

development partnerships" while highlighting "the importance of building or re-building greener". 

 

The Minister emphasized that, "India is coming out of the second wave and will witness a strong economic recovery". He 

expressed confidence that the country will be a more dynamic and friendlier business destination & will contribute to being 

an engine of growth for the global economy and be very much a part of more reliable and resilient supply chains that the 

post-Covid world requires. 

 

In his keynote address at the Special Plenary session with Trade Ministers of the Indo-Pacific Region, Shri Piyush Goyal said 

that when the world looks at resilient supply chains it looks east to Indo-Pacific region. Hon’ble Minister assured that as the 

world moves to realign from over concentrated and risky supply chains, they can trust India to provide a multitude of 

investment & manufacturing opportunities. He mentioned that India endorses the concept of working towards ensuring 

transparent, trustworthy, dependable & reliable supply chain. He highlighted the Supply Chain Resilience Initiative launched 

in Sept 2020 and stated that it was a firm step towards building resilient supply chains in the Indo-Pacific Region. 

 

Shri Piyush Goyal apprised the audience that the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Schemes worth USD 26 billion covering 

13 sectors have been announced to create & nurture global manufacturing champions. He also mentioned about several 

measures taken for the simplification and rationalization of many existing rules & regulations. Hon’ble Minister invited the 

business community in the Indo-Pacific region to utilize these incentives and invest in India. 

 

H.E. Dr. Thani Al Zeyoudi participated in the “Special Plenary with the Trade Ministers of the Region” session and while 

addressing the participants, he highlighted the scope for investments in renewable energy, healthcare, AI, biotechnology, 

hospitality, and infrastructure between the countries of the region. His Excellency shared that the Indo Pacific region is 

strategically important for the UAE and the country is keen to expand cooperation in the Indo Pacific in these areas. 

 

The virtual summit also witnessed the participation of business leaders, associations/business chambers, think tank & experts, 

research organizations, banking & financial institutions etc. from 21 participating countries of the region. 

UAE Participation at the Indo-Pacific Business Summit 2021 
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August 2021: A high-level Indian delegation led by Mr B.V.R. Subrahmanyam, Commerce Secretary, Ministry of 

Commerce and Industry, Government of India had visited UAE. 

During the visit, Indian Commerce Secretary and his accompanying delegation visited the site of Indian Pavilion and 

held a meeting with Mr Omar Shehadeh, Chief International Participant’s Officer at Expo 2020 Dubai and reviewed 

India’s participation at the Dubai Expo scheduled to be held from 1
st
 October 2021 to 31

st
 March 2022.   

In the meeting, Mr Subrahmanyam mentioned that India’s participation at the world’s most prominent event will 

offer an access to a global platform to build new connections and strengthen the relationship between the UAE and 

India.  

The meeting culminated on a positive note and Mr Omar Shehadeh welcomed the participation of India at Expo 2020 

and said that he will be more than happy to help and extend support from his end. 

  

Visit of Mr B.V.R. Subrahmanyam, Commerce Secretary, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 

Government of India to the UAE 
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July 2021: A high-level Indian delegation led by Mr S Kishore, Commissioner General of India at Expo 2020 and Additional 

Secretary, Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, GoI had visited UAE to review India’s 

preparations for the Expo 2020. 

 

Displaying India’s strong commitment to participation at the event, Shri S Kishore called on Her Excellency Reem Bint 

Ebrahim Al Hashimy, UAE Cabinet Member & Minister of State for International Cooperation and Director General, Expo 

2020 Dubai on 7
th
 July 2021. H.E. Pavan Kapoor, Indian Ambassador to the UAE; Dr. Aman Puri, Consul General of India 

in Dubai; and other senior Government officials also attended the meeting. 

During the meeting, H.E. Reem Al Hashimy talked about the special relationship between the UAE and India and 

highlighted how the two close partners had helped each other during the difficult times of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

For his part, Mr Kishore assured Her Excellency that India’s participation at Expo 2020 Dubai is being closely monitored 

and prioritized at the highest levels and India is fully committed to participate in it in a big way.  

H.E. Pavan Kapoor commended the UAE Government’s resilience and its successful COVID testing and vaccination 

programme, which have enabled them to approach Expo 2020 Dubai with confidence. In this context, the Indian 

Ambassador emphasized the need for early removal of restrictions on vaccinated Indians who intend to return to the 

UAE.  

The two sides also discussed progress on approval of vaccines in the UAE and India and welcomed exchanges on technical 

aspects of inter-operability of apps used for COVID-19 vaccination in both the countries. 

The Indian delegation also held a detailed review meeting on programming and operations with Mr Omar Shehadeh, 

Chief International Participant’s Officer at Expo 2020 Dubai and his team. 

The high-level delegation visited India Pavilion to assess the ongoing work. The Indian pavilion is one of the largest 

pavilions at the Expo and the external facade of the pavilion is made up of 600 individual colourful blocks, capable of 

kinetic movements symbolising the themes & will showcase an India on the move at Expo 2020 Dubai. The pavilion will 

showcase the country’s achievements over the last 75 years, innovative technologies, and business opportunities it offers, 

as well as its cultural diversity and ancient treasures. From age-old yoga to India’s foray into space, the pavilion will bring 

alive a vibrant and ambitious India. The pavilion will also host mega Diwali and Holi celebrations. 

During the visit, the delegation members also interacted with representatives of the Indian business community in the UAE 

to explore their collaboration with the India Pavilion, given the huge opportunity it offered them as part of their on-

going integral role in the UAE-India strategic partnership. 

Visit of Mr S Kishore, Commissioner General of India at Expo 2020 and Additional Secretary, 

Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, GoI to the UAE 
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August 2021: Dr. Aman Puri, Consul General of India in Dubai had a courtesy meeting with H.E. Fahad Al Gergawi, CEO, 

Dubai FDI. 

 

During the meeting, the two sides reaffirmed the close, deep-rooted ties between the UAE and India in several areas of 

mutual interest. Both the dignitaries discussed means of cooperation and appreciated the positive developments witnessed 

between both the nations and reiterated the growth potential for the bilateral trade.  

 

The talks were held in friendly and cooperative manner, with both sides expressing the common desire to bolster the 

bilateral relations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting of Dr. Aman Puri, Consul General of India in Dubai with H.E. Fahad Al Gergawi, CEO,  

Dubai FDI 
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UAE-India Business Council (UIBC) in association with MBG Corporate Services organized a webinar on “Simplifying 

Company Formation in UAE” on 14
th
 July 2021. The webinar emphasised the ease of doing business in the Emirate and 

focused on the competitive advantages offered by the UAE for commercial and industrial investment to potential investors 

and businesses from across India.  

 

The virtual event was attended and addressed by Maj Gen (Retd.) Sharafuddin Sharaf, Chairman, UAE-India Business Council 

(UIBC) and Vice Chairman, Sharaf Group; Dr. Aman Puri, Consul General of India in Dubai; Mr Mayur Batra, Founder & 

Chairman, MBG Corporate Services; Mr Ajay Aggarwal, President, The Toy Association of India; Dr. Bhaskar Dasgupta, 

Associate Director - Market Development, Abu Dhabi Global Market (ADGM); and Mrs Sakina Dickenwala, Director – Legal 

Services, MBG Corporate Services who shared their perspectives on the subject. The webinar also witnessed the participation 

of trade professionals, entrepreneurs, investors, and business stakeholders from India. 

 

In his opening remarks, Maj Gen (Retd.) Sharafuddin Sharaf welcomed the participants and apprised them about the UAE’s 

robust economy including its strategic location, advanced and developed infrastructure, strong financial reserves, large 

sovereign wealth fund, consistent government spending, progressive policy of economic diversification, free zones and 

increased foreign direct investment etc. which provides Indian entrepreneurs a vibrant and connected ecosystem to invest 

and grow their innovative business ideas. Maj Gen Sharaf mentioned that the UAE needs investments to grow the 

manufacturing sector where Indian investment could really help to expand the country’s industrialisation. Moreover, the UAE 

has a large pool of resources with investors looking for opportunities in the emerging markets, he added. 

 

He also shared his perspective on the UAE-India economic relations and reiterated that the bilateral strategic partnership 

between both countries in various fields has been manifested through regular exchange between the leadership and officials 

on both sides. Hailing the strong spirit of friendship and cooperation that has nurtured between the two countries, Maj Sharaf 

mentioned that there are many sectors where UAE’s interests intersect with India. Oil and gas are at the core, but there exist 

unprecedented opportunities for high-tech industries as well as small and medium enterprises to develop and enhance 

competencies in emerging disciplines, such as research & development, clean energy, food security, healthcare, artificial 

intelligence, infrastructure, biotech, and space, he continued. He also highlighted the role of UAE-India Business Council 

(UIBC) in strengthening the bilateral partnership between the two countries by creating an inclusive bilateral trade 

environment between the UAE and India.  

UAE-India Business Council (UIBC) Activity 

Webinar on “Simplifying Company Formation in UAE” jointly organized by  

UAE-India Business Council (UIBC) and MBG Corporate Services 
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During the interactive session, Dr. Aman Puri reaffirmed the close and longstanding political, economic, and cultural ties 

between the two countries that have transformed into Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP). Describing the UAE-India 

partnership as “a model for the whole world”, Dr. Puri said that identifying emerging opportunities for growth between the 

UAE and India is vital to enable economic revival in the post-Covid-19 world. 

 

He reiterated that the UAE has always been a very attractive place for investors and is continuously renewing itself offering 

a full-time growth environment for investors and businesspeople from around the world including from India. The UAE 

Government's pro-business attitude, zero percent corporate tax rate, minimal VAT on goods & services and transparent 

business regulations has made it an attractive destination & provides a platform for entrepreneurs and start-ups to set-up and 

scale their business. He also highlighted the important role of the Indian diaspora in the UAE for making a significant 

contribution to the UAE’s economic growth and transformation. 

 

Dr. Puri shared that the UAE offers fruitful economic and investment opportunities for Indian businesses in a variety of sectors 

and urged them for exploring the different markets within the UAE and across the region. He further briefed regarding the 

several initiatives of the UAE leadership and the Government towards supporting businessmen journey in the country. 

 

In his address, Dr. Puri also mentioned that India is looking forward to a very active and strong participation at Dubai Expo 

scheduled to be held in Dubai starting 1
st
 October this year. We believe that Indian nationals will be the single largest group 

amongst the visitors at the Expo 2020 and we are very much looking forward to an opportunity for our Indian businesses 

and investors to be able to showcase their strength at this global platform and make further links to expand not only in the 

UAE and the region but also globally, he continued. 

 

While addressing the participants, Mr Mayur Batra shared remarks on openness and fairness of UAE market for Indian 

investors and presented an insightful presentation on "Business in UAE & Indian Investors: A Shining Beacon of Opportunities". 

He talked about the macro of the UAE economy and also highlighted UAE’s Centennial plan for 2071, which visions the 

country to become a macro background economy with manufacturing, services, logistics, financial services, innovation, 

technology, and clean energy other than hydrocarbon being new pillars of growth. 

 

Mr Batra’s remarks focused on the changes that have ushered in the UAE economy for making it a hub for global investment 

specially for the Indian community including allowing 100% foreign direct investment in LLC local companies thereby giving 

further access to the market. He apprised that the UAE and India has one of the best double taxation agreements and 

geographically also UAE is the closest country with local zero direct taxes which makes it very active for holding companies 

as well as expansion in the region for Indian companies, businessmen, entrepreneurs. 
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Emphasizing about the strategic facilities and advanced logistics infrastructure in the UAE, Mr Batra said, the country offers 

seamless access to import and export facilities to promote international trade. He also called on all Indian companies to take 

advantage of the numerous opportunities in UAE and get introduced to potential investment opportunities through 

participating in the variety of exhibitions held in the country.  

 

In his remarks Mr Ajay Aggarwal, shared details about the Toy Association of India and its members. He briefed on the safety 

measures/ standards followed as per the norms of Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) while manufacturing the toys. Mr Aggarwal 

reiterated about the buyer seller meet organized by the association in Dubai during 17-18 November 2018 and highlighted 

scope, challenges, benefits, and the expansion of the Indian toy industry in international markets and how the UAE seems to 

be the best place to invest in. 

 

In his presentation, Dr. Bhaskar Dasgupta gave a detailed overview about the "Business Opportunities in Abu Dhabi" and 

talked about Abu Dhabi’s economy, business environment and various incentives for the Indian firms looking to establish 

there. He also highlighted the role of Abu Dhabi Global Market (ADGM) in guiding foreign investors to the tremendous 

opportunity and potential that the emirate offers and benefits of setting up at the ADGM centre. 

 

For her part, Mrs Sakina Dickenwala shared information on the entry options, FDI update and legal framework of business 

setup in the UAE for foreign investors.  

 

The interactive session ended positively with an active participation from the Indian companies. The webinar provided a 

platform to reflect the close synergy between the UAE and India, and a lucrative opportunity for Indian businesses to unlock 

the immense potential of the UAE. 
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The Indian Railways moves a staggering 8.1 bn passengers and 1.2 bn 

tonnes of freight across the country on an annual basis. Conscious of 

its importance in laying the foundations of New India, the 

government has launched and accelerated rail infrastructure initiatives 

to revamp the sector. To fuel this juggernaut on wheels, the capital 

outlay of ~USD 87.1 billion between 2014 and 2020 has surpassed 

the cumulative outlay in the previous five decades.  

 

Ministry of Railways has undertaken multiple PPP initiatives to invite 

private participation in the sector. These initiatives include involving 

private companies in station redevelopment and train operations. Redevelopment of railway stations across India is a priority 

agenda for the Ministry of Railways. As part of this agenda, work on redevelopment of 123 stations is in progress under PPP 

mode. As per current estimates, the total investment needed for redevelopment of these stations along with real estate 

development is ~USD 6.8 billion. In case of train operations, Indian Railways has invited private participation for passenger 

train services over 109 Origin Destination pairs of routes through induction of 151 modern Trains (Rakes) over 12 clusters.

  

Source: https://indiainvestmentgrid.gov.in/ 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opportunities in the Railways Sector 

S.No Project Name Total Project Cost Weblink 

1 Bangalore Suburban Line Capacity Upgradation Project USD 2.09 bn View More 

2 CERL-ll Chhattisgarh New Railway Line Construction Project USD 223.48 mn View More 

3 Solapur-Osmanabad New Railway Line Project USD 119.95 mn View More 

4 Chitra - Basukinath New Railway Line Project USD 105.24 mn View More 

5 Anand-Godhra Railway doubling Project USD 91.72 mn View More 

6 Nimach-Badi Sadri New Rail Line Project USD 65.61 mn View More 

Sector in Focus 

Key Achievements  

The Indian Railways successfully electrified 6,015 Route Kilometre (RKM) during 2020-2021 

 

The Broad-Gauge network of the Indian Railways currently stands at 64,689 RKM, out of which 45,881 

RKM i.e., 71% has been electrified 

 

Average speed for the freight trains in March 2021 was registered as 45.6 Km/hr which is an 83% 

increase as compared to last year's speed of 24.93Km/hr in the same period 

 

With the commissioning of Wi-Fi at Hazaribagh Railway station in May 2021, the Indian Railways has 

successfully commissioned Wi-Fi at 6,000 Railway stations across the country 

Read More: https://indiainvestmentgrid.gov.in/opportunities/transport?subSector=108%2C109%2C107%2C113  

https://indiainvestmentgrid.gov.in/
https://indiainvestmentgrid.gov.in/opportunities/nip-project/705941
https://indiainvestmentgrid.gov.in/opportunities/nip-project/705443
https://indiainvestmentgrid.gov.in/opportunities/nip-project/705735
https://indiainvestmentgrid.gov.in/opportunities/nip-project/705770
https://indiainvestmentgrid.gov.in/opportunities/nip-project/705791
https://indiainvestmentgrid.gov.in/opportunities/nip-project/705764
https://indiainvestmentgrid.gov.in/opportunities/transport?subSector=108%2C109%2C107%2C113
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News Wrap (July - August 2021) 

 

Virtual Meeting to review the preparations of the Indian Pavilion for Dubai Expo  

 

During a virtual meeting, Shri Piyush Goyal, Hon’ble Minister of Commerce & Industry, Consumer 

Affairs & Food & Public Distribution and Textiles, GoI reviewed the preparations of the Indian Pavilion 

for Dubai Expo scheduled to be held from 1
st
 October 2021 to 31

st
 March 2022. During the meeting, 

Hon’ble Minister discussed ways to showcase the best of Brand India to the world. The virtual meeting 

was also attended by Dr. Aman Puri, Consul General of India in Dubai along with several other key 

dignitaries. 

Indian Navy undertakes bilateral exercise ‘Zayed Talwar 2021’ with UAE Navy 

 

Indian Navy undertook bilateral exercise ‘Zayed Talwar 2021’ with UAE Navy on 7
th
 August 2021 off 

the coast of Abu Dhabi. INS Kochi, with two integral Sea King MK 42B helicopters, deployed in the 

Persian Gulf, participated in the exercise. UAE participated with UAES AL-Dhafra, a Baynunah class 

guided missile corvette and one AS-565B Panther helicopter. As part of the exercise, the ships undertook 

tactical manoeuvres, over the Horizon Targeting, Search and Rescue and Electronic Warfare exercises 

to enhance interoperability and synergy between the two navies. 

India sets up Visiting Professorship at NYU Abu Dhabi 

 

NYU Abu Dhabi (NYUAD) and the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) signed a historic 

agreement to establish a Visiting Professorship in Social Science at NYU Abu Dhabi. Through the 

partnership, the two entities will collaboratively appoint faculty members from Indian universities to 

the ICCR Visiting Professorship. The visiting faculty member will spend between six to ten months 

undertaking research and teaching in the Division of Social Sciences at NYU Abu Dhabi. The agreement 

will promote broader engagement with India, a country that is strategically significant to the UAE.  

India begins talks on free trade agreement with UAE 

 

India has started talks on a free trade agreement (FTA) with the UAE, with expectations of a larger pact 

with the group of Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries taking place subsequently. The India-GCC 

FTA talks which started in 2004, were suspended in 2008, but with the active involvement of the UAE, 

the initial discussions have started taking place through a virtual mode. As UAE has been very keen to 

advance an FTA between India and the GCC, which has been pending for a long time, the two countries 

have now decided to go ahead and work on a separate free trade pact among themselves. 

UAE-India ties: Powering the Future 

 

The UAE and India are celebrating the 50
th
 year of its formation, shares a bond that goes back centuries, 

if not millennia. The relationship has grown from strength to strength and has blossomed into a multi-

faceted and successful Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP). The UAE-India partnership withstood 

the test of time and adversity. The outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic was, and is, yet another period 

when the two countries stood side by side and helped each other to ameliorate the impact it had on 

their people, said H.E. Pavan Kapoor, Indian Ambassador to the UAE. 

Agri Exporters from India connected to international buyers from UAE through a virtual outreach event 

 

Under the Districts as Export Hubs initiative, the Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) under 

Department of Commerce in partnership with the Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export 

Development Authority (APEDA) and Invest India conducted a 2 Day Virtual Outreach Event connecting 

exporters from the districts to the buyers outside India. Following the opening ceremony, a virtual trade 

fair was held where 197 exhibitors participated from the states of Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, and Union 

Territories of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh. The virtual outreach event saw a participation of over 

300 visitors and importers from domestic and international buyers including of the UAE, USA & Japan.  

https://twitter.com/PiyushGoyal/status/1414556548701908997
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/news/photos-uae-india-hold-naval-drill-off-abu-dhabi-coast
https://www.wam.ae/en/details/1395302963923
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/policy/india-begins-talks-on-free-trade-agreement-with-uae/article35303961.ece?fbclid=IwAR2qqmcVTgOlmcIh8pq-ZbXhRSiiiEa-5QYMooOLzO_mYyfdKNNhrQX-NvI
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/world/rest-of-asia/india-uae-ties-powering-the-future
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/agri-exporters-from-india-connects-to-international-buyers-from-usa-uae-japan20210730224806/
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News Wrap (July - August 2021) 

 

Indian textiles sector attracts UAE investments 

 

The UAE has emerged as a growing investor in India’s textiles sector even as India steps up its efforts to 

quadruple the exports of handloom textiles in the next three years. Investments from the UAE in India’s 

textiles sector, a new area of entrepreneurial interest, amounted to USD 23.09 million in the last five 

years and is growing, the Ministry of Textiles said in a statement on foreign direct investments, which 

covered the period up to 31
st
 March 2021. The UAE topped the chart of investors from the GCC in the 

Indian textile sector with Oman and Qatar in second and third places. 

Mango export promotion programme organized for the varieties from northern India in Dubai 

 

As India has increased its footprint of mango exports despite logistical challenges posed by Covid-19 

pandemic, the Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) in 

collaboration with Indian Embassy in Dubai and Lulu Group organized a mango promotion programme 

in Dubai on 15
th
 July 2021. Juicy varieties of mango from northern India, including Chausa & Langra, 

sourced in collaboration with Uttar Pradesh mandi board, were displayed in the UAE.  

India's Himalaya Wellness inks AED 120 million deal to build pharmaceutical plant in Dubai Industrial City 

 

Indian pharmaceutical company Himalaya Wellness signed an agreement to build an AED 120 million 

(USD 32.6 million) herbal pharmaceutical plant in Dubai Industrial city, a move which aligns with the 

UAE’s Operation 300 billion to bolster the industrial sector and economic diversification. The facility 

will be producing three billion tablets, 15 million syrup bottles and three million units of ointment 

annually at Dubai Industrial City, creating hundreds of specialized jobs and exporting medicines to over 

100 countries. 

Mashreq Bank, NPCI International partner to offer UPI in the UAE 

 

NPCI International Payments (NIPL), the global arm of the National Payments Corporation of India, 

has partnered with UAE’s Mashreq Bank to enable acceptance of the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) 

platform in the UAE. This partnership will enable over 2 million Indians, who travel to UAE every year, 

to make payments using UPI-based mobile applications across shops and merchant stores. The tie-up is 

also expected to boost the digital payment ecosystem in the UAE and will prove to be a major 

steppingstone for the wider reach of UPI in the international market. 

Bank of Baroda celebrated 48 glorious years in the UAE 

 

Bank of Baroda, a premier Indian bank operates in the UAE with a full-fledged banking licence. After 

its inception in Mumbai in 1908, the bank has grown exponentially to become a multi-national 

institution over the years using innovation, technology, financial prudence, and smart enterprise. The 

bank celebrated its 114
th
 Foundation Day on 20

th
 July 2021 and marked 48 years of glorious banking 

presence in the UAE. The bank launched an additional 16 mobile banking features for its customers on 

the occasion of its Foundation Day. 

Dubai's external trade with India reaches AED 67 billion in H1 2021 

 

Dubai Customs announced that the volume of Dubai’s external trade with India reached AED 67 billion 

in the first half of 2021 alone, across gold, jewelry, diamonds, vehicles, telecoms, and petroleum oils, 

compared to AED 89 billion in 2020. This reflects the weight and significance of Dubai as a global hub 

for trade and tourism relying on its advanced logistics and customs infrastructure thanks to the wise 

vision and directives of the UAE leadership, said Mr Ahmed Mahboob Musabih, Director-General, Dubai 

Customs, during his meeting with Mr K. Kalimutu, Indian Consul General for Trade and Economy to 

Dubai. 

https://www.wam.ae/en/details/1395302962571
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1735899
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/himalaya-wellness-to-invest-dh120-million-to-set-up-herbal-pharmaceutical-factory-in-dic
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/upi-payments-now-available-in-uae-as-npci-s-global-arm-partners-mashreq-bank-11629455637164.html
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/kt-network/bank-of-baroda-celebrates-48-glorious-years-in-the-uae
https://www.gulftoday.ae/business/2021/08/11/dubai-external-trade-with-india-reaches-dhs67-billion-in-h1-2021


  

UAE-INDIA BUSINESS COUNCIL (UIBC) Page-14 

 

 

News Wrap (July - August 2021) 

 

New business takes off between Dubai and India's Madurai city 

 

A new pathway to business development between Dubai and the South Indian city of Madurai has 

opened up with the export of a consignment of Geographical Indications (GI) certified traditional local 

flowers from the ancient Indian city to the emirate. India’s Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

announced that prospects of regular exports of these typically local flowers to Dubai, put in place now, 

has provided regular employment opportunities to 160 persons, of whom 130 are women and 30 are 

skilled workers. Distinctive local flowers exported to Dubai under the new business development 

initiative are button roses, lilies, chamanthi, marigold and Madurai malli. 

First commercial shipment of Mishri variety of cherries from Kashmir exported to Dubai 

 

In a step towards boosting horticultural crops exports, the first commercial shipment of Mishri variety 

of luscious cherries from Kashmir valley was exported to Dubai from Srinagar. Agricultural and Processed 

Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) assisted the shipment of cherries by MS Desai 

Agri-Food Private Limited, a venture company of MS Innoterra, Dubai. The commencement of 

commercial shipment of cherries would provide huge opportunities for exports of several temperate 

fruits like plums, pears, apricot, and apples from Kashmir to especially middle east countries in the 

forthcoming seasons.  

GI certified 'Madurai Malli' (Jasmine flower) exported from Tamil Nadu to Dubai 

 

For the first time ever, Geographical Indications (GI) certified Madurai jasmine and other traditional 

flowers such as button rose, lily, chamanthi, and marigold were exported to UAE from Tamil Nadu. 

The flowers for the consignments were sourced from Nilakottai, Dindigul and Sathyamangalam, Tamil 

Nadu by APEDA registered M/s. Vanguard Exports, Coimbatore. This will fulfil the Indian diaspora's 

need for fresh flowers for deities at home and temples. 

First consignment of vegetables exported to UAE from Uttarakhand in a big boost to Agribusiness 

 

In a major boost to agricultural produce exports from Uttarakhand, first consignment of vegetables 

including curry leaf, okra, pear and bitter gourd sourced from the farmers of Haridwar, was exported 

to Dubai on 26
th
 July 2021.  Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority 

(APEDA) has been carrying out promotional activities to bring Uttarakhand on the agricultural and 

processed food products export map of India. 

APEDA facilitated export of Himalayan Goat meat from Uttarakhand to the UAE  

 

The Indian Government’s thrust on promoting agricultural and processed food products exports from 

the regions which were not earlier part of the country's export map, is gradually bearing fruits. 

Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) facilitated exports 

of Himalayan goat meat from Uttarakhand to the UAE on 11
th
 August 2021. This initiative of APEDA 

and other organizations of exporting meat will lead to an increase in the income of farmers of 

Uttarakhand thereby boosting their livelihood and enhancing economic status. 

India completes third evaluation of Mega Food Park scheme 

 

Shri Prahlad Singh Patel, Indian Minister of State for Food Processing Industries, informed regarding the 

completion of the third-party evaluation of the India’s Mega Food Park scheme. The UAE is a current 

major investor in the scheme. Hon’ble Minister shared that Government has so far approved 41 Mega 

Food Parks across India. The evaluation broadly covered aspects of the creation of food processing 

infrastructure, including setting up of food processing units and its impact on value addition, reduction 

in post-harvest losses, benefits to the farmers and employment generation through Mega Food Parks. 

https://newsonair.com/2021/07/09/indias-madurai-malli-captivates-worlds-senses/
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1733083
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1733645
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1739057
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1744908
https://www.wam.ae/en/details/1395302954934
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Major Upcoming Events 

1 October 2021 - 31  March. 2022 
Expo 2020 
View Details 

17-21 October. 2021 
GITEX Technology Week 
View Details 

28-30 October. 2021 
Agritech India 
View Details 

10-11 November. 2021 
Middle East Investment Summit 
View Details 

14-18 November. 2021 
Dubai Airshow 
View Details 

15-18 November. 2021 
ADIPEC 
View Details 

 

22-23 November. 2021 
GCC - India Industrial Conference 
View Details 

 

24-26 November. 2021 
CPHI & P-MEC India 
View Details 

07-09 December. 2021 
SIAL Middle East 
View Details 

10-11 December. 2021 
Indian Pharma Expo (IPE) 
View Details 

14-16 December. 2021 
Automechanika Dubai 
View Details 

08-10 January. 2022 
Indus Food  
View Details 

17-19 January. 2022 
World Future Energy Summit 
View Details 

19-21 January. 2022 
SATTE 
View Details 

09-11 February. 2022 
OTM Mumbai 
View Details 

13-17 February. 2022 
Gulfood 
View Details 

22-24 February. 2022 
DUPHAT 
View Details 

https://www.expo2020dubai.com/
https://www.gitex.com/
http://agritechindia.com/
https://www.terrapinn.com/conference/middle-east-investment-summit/index.stm
https://www.dubaiairshow.aero/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIysLX8qSd7gIVEgRgCh3_igPpEAAYASAAEgKKGvD_BwE
https://www.adipec.com/
https://www.cii.in/EventsDetails.aspx?enc=eo18/j+aJMWXCXiMZZAdo6ohthG5Lzu1/sV0EplU4htCL9huPONtkRpCjwl9tVv+3M2BGVeTXuoWCnaxSFpLsUuN5H6EKnfNBXDdN9k6I1M8zr26/BaDNUNLKJChOV9tLxyB6tNBx500CabEAkfWOmLAfAbV/bYy7vyqsqFNsweNUMz5IV2zMt39XmRA+Z2q
https://www.cphi.com/india/en/home.html
https://www.sialme.com/
https://www.indianpharmaexpo.com/
https://automechanika-dubai.ae.messefrankfurt.com/dubai/en.html
https://indusfood.co.in/
https://www.worldfutureenergysummit.com/
https://satte.in/
https://otm.co.in/
https://www.gulfood.com/
https://duphat.ae/


 

 

 

 

Redefining corporate travel management best practices in a pandemic-impacted world 

There are a number of key issues and concerns for businesses as they prepare for a return to business travel post-

pandemic. If the last year has taught us anything, it’s that the constantly changing restrictions and requirements 

have made it difficult or impossible to plan an effective resumption of business travel. 

With that in mind, there are several elements of the traveler journey that have been impacted by the pandemic 

and must be considered. We recommend to start with the below and engage your Travel Management Company 

(TMC) as an active partner in your business. 

1. Getting the balance right and address traveler concerns within the travel policy. While a critical step for larger 

businesses, operating across multiple states or internationally, it’s a vital first step for any company aiming to 

build towards a safe resumption of business travel. Getting the right balance between preparedness and 

pessimism is vital for guiding your travel programme back. The TMC role is essential and dnata Travel 

Management has successfully introduced various tools to assist our clients in this very dynamic business 

environment. As we foresee travel corridors opening, your travel program will most likely need an overhaul to 

address the new normal. 

2. Communicate effectively. Use your TMC partner to help develop communication plans that raise awareness of 

the policy internally and be sure to share clear facts and sources of accurate information to garner confidence 

among returning travelers. Ensuring internal stakeholders, and those involved in the travel booking process, are 

aware of the policy and travel permission process is key to limiting out-of-policy bookings in the future. With a 

multilingual team in India, UAE and the wider GCC, dnata Travel Management expert team can support 

customize regular training and updates to all travelers on how the new travel normal looks. 

3. Don’t miss cost saving opportunities. Partner with your TMC and negotiate supplier contracts with terms that 

allow flexibility and include additional benefits. Now it’s a good time to review and compare your corporate 

rate vs dnata contracted rates to maximize savings. With the introduction of NDC capability, which dnata 

Travel Management offers, you can identify additional opportunities for cost savings. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

To know more about the extensive range of products and services that dnata Travel 
Management can offer your business or to contact us, please click here. 

UIBC’s Member Column 

http://www.dnata.com/travel
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